
The Rejected Stone Became 
The Corner Stone,  A message 
from Parish Priest

Fr. Ani Xavier OFM Cap.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Happy feast of St. John De 
Vianney, the Patron of Parish 
Priest.

We learn from St. John Marie 
Vianney that he was a man of 

Prayer, simplicity and Humility. He had limited 
talents in the eyes of the people but God had a 
diff erent plan to prove to the Church it is not only 
so called intellectual can serve God, but those 
who trust in the providence of God and surrender 
themselves with their limited knowledge and 
abilities. 

As for my experience PRIESTHOOD is a gift, God 
chose ordinary people, giving them extraordinary 
grace and strength to fulfi ll His mission. It is not 
the merit of the individual, but it is his special love 
for these unique children. It is a real blessing to be 
an anointed priest to serve His own people. 

“It is not you who has chosen me but it is I who 
have chosen you.”

From this I do realize and refl ect about myself, 
that it is God who chose me. It is 100 % true in 
my own personal priestly vocation, as a parish 
priest I can say that a lot of good things can be 
done for the people who are in needs of spiritual, 
psychological and social needs. As a priest, we can 
give quality time and make the people to grow in 
holiness and bring social awareness.

I feel that as a priest I can see the people thirst 
for God and I hear the cry of the people everday 
and I take all their petitions to the altar of God 
to intercede for them. To listen and to serve the 
people is a great joy and a blessing. This is a 
special opportunity given by God to every priest. 

Dear Friends, encourage your young children 
to respond to the call of God. The church needs 
young dynamic people to take the Gospel around 
the World, through the intercession of St. John 
Marie Vianney may all priests be blessed more 
and more to become humble, simple and holy.

Friends please pray for the priests everyday who 
off ers Holy Mass and fulfi lls the sacraments for 
the people of God.
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We just celebrated the feast of Sts. 
Joachim and Anne, grandparents of 

Jesus. It was a nice gesture of our parish 
priest to pray and off er a special mass for 
the grandparents. We do not see many 
grandparents in this part of the world (even 
in our family). But it is good to refl ect on 
the role of Grandparents in our family. 
Have you ever wondered about what is the 
role of grandparents in the family? Did 
you ever try considering that the role of 
grandparents in the family is as important 
as your role? You as parents have your 
daily duty towards your children, but the 
role of grandparents is a very consistent, 
often unacknowledged one.

Nowadays, the role or involvement of 
grandparents is getting less and less for 
varied reasons. Migration of young couples 
to farther distance, greater disharmony 
between in-laws and family members, 
social status of younger generation and 
their freedom, higher divorce rates between 
parents and even grandparents and such 
things are weakening the family life. We 
hear people saying the world is changing 
and we need to walk (run) with the signs 
of times. Grandparents are outdated, 
old fashion, conservative etc. It is true 
the world is changing but are the values 
of family life changing? As per research, 
the grandparent-grandchild relationship 
can have lasting positive eff ects, and it’s 
worth putting in eff orts to help your kids 
know your parents. Research shows that 
language (Mother tongue), culture and 
traditions are best learnt in the family and 
with the grandparents.  I see many of our 
children do not speak their own vernacular 
language. They are not aware of certain 
family traditions. Some of vernacular 
words and phrases having a natural death. 
Secondly children are feeling unsecured, 
losing the love and aff ection, getting into 
unhealthy practices and habits. What 
children need most are the essentials that 
grandparents provide in abundance. They 
give unconditional love, care, aff ection, 
kindness, humour, comfort and lessons 

in life. Most of the times 
grandparents have 
resources that parents do 
not, and they are able to 
reach our children in ways 
we might not. 

I remember Pope Francis, 
on the occasion of this feast, recalling the 
importance of grandparents for the healthy 
upbringing of children and youth. Though 
Jesus had not met his grandparents, they 
had some impacts on his life through Mary, 
his mother. He said: “…Mary grew up in 
the home of Joachim and Anne; she was 
surrounded by their love and faith: in their 
home she learned to listen to the Lord and 
to follow his will…”. We should be able to 
listen to our grandparents who pass on 
the human and religious heritage. There 
should be a dialogue between the children 
and the elderly. We should be able to salute 
our grandparents with great aff ection and 
thank them for the amazing treasure and 
wisdom that they pass on to our generation.  

Hopefully we, too, have experienced our 
grandparents as a “spiritual sanctuary” 
where our natural and supernatural needs 
were quenched. We do well to recall stories 
and events from our childhood which have 
profoundly infl uenced who we are. It is a 
treasure!” 

The commemoration of the feast of Saints 
Joachim and Anna, can be an opportunity 
for us to thank for our grandparents, 
living or deceased, by recalling specifi c 
memories, gestures, or testimonies which 
have impacted our life. Let us not forget 
to include our grandparents in our daily 
prayers and cherish the memories of the 
past to have a better future. 

Take some time out and think about your 
grandparents, what impact did they have 
in your family? Were your experiences with 
your grandparents positive or negative? 
What role of grandparents in the family did 
your grandparents play for you?

Fr.Wilson Rumao, OFM Cap.

Sts. Anne & Joachim 
Grandparents of Jesus
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Born and brought up at Kottayam,the land 
of St.Alphonsa had never been thought 

of as a great thing during my childhood or 
even at teenage. We had visited St.Alphonsa’s 
(then not canonized) house many a times 
with our catechism teacher. It was during one 
of those visits, I noticed the inscriptions on 
the wall. One of them read; “If I ask, I will 
only get crosses. So seek my prayers only if 
you are ready to accept crosses.”  For a ten or 
eleven year old, that was not at all inspiring 
quote, nor could I understand the spiritual 
sense of it. instead, it refrained me from 
seeking St.Alphonsa’s intercession. Each 

time I heard her name,I said in my heart, “ 
No, I will not ask her prayers, because I do 
not want suff erings.”

My Lord but never wanted me to live as a 
coward it seems. He wanted me to rise up like 
an eagle and fl y over those fears. Yes! that’s 
how He decided to mould me. Trials, small 
and big walked into my life at diff erent stages 
and He taught me how to embrace them 
without fear. I could feel my heavenly father’s 
company, holding me tight and whispering in 
my ears; “Child, do not be afraid, you are not 
alone. I am with you.”

“You will know the truth and the truth will 
set you free.”(John 8:32) Yes! Slowly I could 
see the truth unfurling! I started realizing 
suff erings in life are opportunities to grow 
stronger in faith and to get closer to Lord.I 
learnt how to trust Him,even when there was 
no ray of hope seen…It made me sing ‘God 
will make a way, where there seems to be no 
way with a deeper conviction.

It is said, “A person’s true character is often 
revealed in times of crisis or temptation.” 
Likewise, a person’s actual faith is often 
revealed in times of suff erings. Saint books 
helped in opening my eyes towards the power 
of suff erings, when accepted gracefully. 
Lifting up our pains as off erings to Lord could 
even bring a soul out of purgatory or can be 
off ered for the transformation of people!!! 

This realization, though for a 
moment, made me regret on 
the opportunities I wasted 
by cribbing and fi nding fault 
with others for the suff erings 
in my life.

So I started asking myself: 
If my suff erings can help a soul to reach the 
eternal abode or can transform a person, 
shouldn’t I be asking for suff erings instead 
of fearing them?? I could then relate to 
St.Alphonsa and other saints who used 
to ask for suff erings from Lord. By then I 
could confi dently utter with St.Alphonsa; 
“Nothing in my life will happen without His 
knowledge.” And my lord will never let me 
walk alone at any point of life.

“Even though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death. I fear no evil for you 
are with me; Your rod and Your staff , they 
comfort me.” (Psalms 23:4)

Every suff ering has a reason: It may be to 
mould you, strengthen you or it may be for 
the transformation of people around you, or 
even it may be to make you stand as a witness 
in front of many…Remember! our salvation 
is the result of His suff erings!!! He should be 
always our ‘ROLE MODEL’

LET’S CHANGE OUR OUTLOOK!!!!

Caren George

Sincere thanks from Fr. Ani Xavier to 
the 145 Blood Donors for their genorosity



QUIZ NO: 6
1.Who is referred to as “the voice of one crying in the wilderness”?
2.  What city is known as the city of David?
3.Where was Zacharias when the angel of the Lord appeared to him? 

St. Alphonsa Feast Celebrated by Malayalam Community 27 July 2018

Konkani Community 3rd Anniversary 13 July 2018
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Church Events

4 Aug : St John Vianney (M)

6 Aug : Transfi guration of the  Lord (F)

10 Aug : St. Lawrence (F)

11 Aug : St. Clare

15 Aug : Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary

17 Aug : St. Paul’s Youth Day

20- 31 Aug : Summer Camp 2018

24 Aug : Bartholomew, Ap (F)

30 Aug : Fr. Varghese Birthday


